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NEWS RELEASE 

LWCF Coalition Celebrates Two Year Anniversary of GAOA 
and Impact of Permanently Funding LWCF  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Coalition released the 
following statements in recognition of the Great American Outdoors Act’s (GAOA) second 

anniversary and the benefits of permanently funding the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
at least $900 million yearly. 

“While efforts to protect, conserve and improve our public lands, waters and outdoor 
recreation opportunities continue, it is important to pause and celebrate victories along the 

way, and today on the 2nd anniversary of the Great American Outdoors Act is one such time,’ 
said Lesley Kane Szynal, co-chair of the LWCF Coalition. “With that one act, the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund is forever guaranteed to be funded at least $900 million per 
year ensuring there are conservation and recreation projects in every state and in 
communities large and small. We look forward to building on this win and continuing the fight 
to conserve the outdoors that make our nation great and ensure equitable access to outdoor 
spaces for all Americans no matter where they live.”’ 

“In the early stages of 2020 when the pandemic was raging, stores and business were 
shuttered, and many treasured outdoor locations closed to the public, it was hard to imagine 
we would pass one of the most significant pieces of outdoor legislation in decades,” said 
Jessica Turner, President of Outdoor Recreation Roundtable. “Fast forward two years 
and GAOA is already a huge success, permanently funding the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund with at least $900 million each year and ensuring substantial resources 
for federal land and water management agencies to fix and maintain our parks, forests, trails, 
campgrounds, lakes, and rivers.  

The positive impact of the Great American Outdoors Act on our nation’s public lands and 
waters is immense. From coast to coast, more Americans have access to the outdoors 
because of this legislation, and LWCF continues to applaud the legislators, advocates and 
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outdoor enthusiasts who work every day to preserve and protect the wild places that make 
America so special. Examples of projects funded through GAOA include:  

●     Hawai’i Volcanoes NP, Hawai’i 
  

●     ORLP Projects in San Francisco, California  
  

●     ORLP Project in St. Paul, Minnesota 
  
●     Ocmulgee NHP, Georgia 

  
●     Lost Trail Conservation Area, Montana 

  
●     Metuchen Meeting House Battlefield (ABPP), New Jersey 

  
●     Coes Reservoir (LWCF Stateside) - Worcester, Massachusetts 

  
●     BLM Wyoming Project  
  
●     BLM MT Project  
 
●     ShurView Project (LWCF Stateside), Greeley, Colorado 
 
●     Chattahoochee NF, Georgia 
 
●     Green Mountain NF, Vermont 
  
●     Beebe River Watershed (Forest Legacy), New Hampshire 
 
●     Outdoor Recreation Roundtable LWCF Survey 

 

About the Land and Water Conservation Fund  

LWCF is America’s most important conservation program, responsible for protecting parks, 
wildlife refuges and recreation areas at the federal, state and local level. For over half a century, 
it has provided critical funding for land and water conservation projects, recreational 
construction and activities and the continued historic preservation of our nation’s iconic 
landmarks from coast-to-coast. LWCF does not use any taxpayer dollars – it is funded using a 
small portion of revenues from offshore oil and gas royalty payments. Outdoor recreation, 
conservation and historic preservation activities contribute more than $778 billion annually to 
the U.S. economy, supporting 5.2 million jobs.  

About the LWCF Coalition  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/hawaii-national-park-gets-land-where-ancient-villages-stood/2022/07/12/ef97a0e2-0222-11ed-8beb-2b4e481b1500_story.html
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfchronicle.com%2Fsf%2Farticle%2FBiden-rep-touts-investments-in-San-Francisco-parks-17308760.php&data=05%7C01%7Ccabbott%40outdoorsamerica.org%7C48d06127d6594dccc6eb08da74ae8c63%7C895e9ec0c61a4882b4f8b97ac4983a78%7C1%7C0%7C637950590323674765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RWOXWVcHAAUbt%2FyoP86w9vkjdeq9W3mhGvDUJIzeBz0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.startribune.com/u-s-interior-secretary-touts-urban-park-funding-in-st-paul-visit/600171188/
https://www.startribune.com/u-s-interior-secretary-touts-urban-park-funding-in-st-paul-visit/600171188/
https://www.startribune.com/u-s-interior-secretary-touts-urban-park-funding-in-st-paul-visit/600171188/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/02/12/oklahomas-muscogee-creek-nation-is-seeking-create-first-national-park-georgia/
https://flatheadbeacon.com/2022/07/14/38000-acres-of-former-weyco-land-protected-under-lost-trail-conservation-easement/
https://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/middlesex-county/2022/04/13/edison-nj-metuchen-meeting-house-battlefield-become-park/7278601001/
https://www.masslive.com/worcester/2022/07/this-little-known-fund-has-put-over-75-million-toward-open-space-recreation-areas-in-worcester-and-over-120-million-statewide.html
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outdoorlife.com%2Fconservation%2Fblm-purchases-land-wyoming%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccabbott%40outdoorsamerica.org%7C48d06127d6594dccc6eb08da74ae8c63%7C895e9ec0c61a4882b4f8b97ac4983a78%7C1%7C0%7C637950590323674765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fMfj59sAqrdF%2B5cHAGiBo4NVGYKCL8oesb7Lij7D1QY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blm.gov%2Fpress-release%2Fland-and-water-conservation-fund-pays-dividends-public-lands&data=05%7C01%7Ccabbott%40outdoorsamerica.org%7C48d06127d6594dccc6eb08da74ae8c63%7C895e9ec0c61a4882b4f8b97ac4983a78%7C1%7C0%7C637950590323674765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pRlKDOtD5GQqK%2BGX7ob7e3c24byaTyoHHcKWVRlUbuQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.greeleytribune.com/2022/03/31/greeley-puts-3m-down-payment-on-shurview-open-space/
https://www.conservationfund.org/impact/press-releases/2709-addition-to-chattahoochee-national-forest
https://vtdigger.org/press_release/trust-for-public-land-partners-protect-lincoln-peak-expand-green-mountain-national-forest/
https://www.conwaydailysun.com/berlin_sun/news/local/multi-year-effort-to-protect-6-395-acres-within-beebe-river-watershed-complete/article_6ab44382-b9c8-11ec-9132-d32d9aab9467.html
https://recreationroundtable.org/lwcf-eligible-projects/


The LWCF Coalition is the umbrella group of more than 1,000 state and local landowners, small 
businesses, ranchers, sportsmen, veterans, outdoor recreationists and conservation 
organizations working to protect America’s public lands and safeguard our shared outdoor 
heritage for future generations. For more information on LWCF and the places in each state that 
have been protected using LWCF funds, visit LWCFCoalition.org.  

 

 


