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President Signs Bill Permanently Reauthorizing LWCF 
 

WASHINGTON – In an historic victory for public lands and close to home recreation, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) was permanently reauthorized today as part of a sweeping public lands 
package signed into law by President Donald J. Trump. The legislation, which passed with overwhelming 
bipartisan support in the House (363-62) and the Senate (92-8) last month, was signed today during a 
ceremony that included LWCF champions.  
 
This is the culmination of a years-long effort by Congressional champions on both sides of the aisle and 
by stakeholders across the country to preserve the unique character of this program created as a 
conservation offset for energy development. 
 
The following statement can be attributed to Tom Cors, Director of Government Relations for Lands at The 
Nature Conservancy and a spokesman for the LWCF Coalition: 
 
“We applaud our champions in the House and Senate for demonstrating that bipartisan cooperation can 
achieve great things, and for finding common ground in the fight to ensure that future generations will 
continue to have access to close-to-home recreation. 
 
“With this important milestone, our nation is closer than ever to meeting the program’s original intent: 
to dedicate proceeds from the use of our natural resources to the conservation of America’s most 
important landscapes. Now the stage is set to realize that vision, and we look forward to working with 
LWCF’s many advocates on both sides of the aisle to secure the full, dedicated LWCF funding on which 
our nation’s communities, economy, and special places need. 
 
“The outdoor recreation industry, governors, mayors, sportsmen, small business owners, conservation 
leaders, landowners, ranchers, and millions of Americans applaud the permanent reauthorization of LWCF 
and will continue to fight for the protection of our shared outdoor heritage.” 

    
### 

 
About the Land and Water Conservation Fund  
The Land and Water Conservation Fund is America’s most important conservation program, responsible 
for protecting parks, wildlife refuges and recreation areas at the federal, state and local level.  For 50 
years, it has provided critical funding for land and water conservation projects, recreational construction 
and activities and the continued historic preservation of our nation’s iconic landmarks from coast-to-
coast.     
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LWCF does not use any taxpayer dollars – it is funded using a small portion of revenues from offshore oil 
and gas royalty payments. Outdoor recreation, conservation and historic preservation activities 
contribute more than $887 billion annually to the U.S. economy, supporting 7.6 million jobs. 
 
About the LWCF Coalition 
The LWCF Coalition is the umbrella group of more than 1,000 state and local land owners, small 
businesses, ranchers, sportsmen, veterans, outdoor recreationists and conservation organizations 
working to protect America’s public lands and safeguard our shared outdoor heritage for future 
generations. 
 
The Coalition is united in its advocacy for the reauthorization and full funding of the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, which will ensure the continued conservation of our national parks, forests, wildlife 
refuges, wilderness, civil war battlefields, as well as state and local parks.  
 
For more information on LWCF and the places in each state that have been protected using LWCF funds, 
visit www.lwcfcoalition.com 
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